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BYLAWS 
MASSACHUSETTS WOMEN'S POLITICAL CAUCUS POLITICAL ACTION COMMITTEE
Article 1. Name
The name of the organization shall be the Massachusetts Women's Political Caucus Political Action Committee (“MWPC PAC” or the “PAC”)

Article II. Purpose
The purpose of the MWPC PAC is to recruit, endorse, and support the candidacy of women for local, state and national offices.

The MWPC PAC may endorse and support only those women who support its feminist goals, as defined in Article II of the Bylaws of the Massachusetts Women's Political Caucus, Inc.

Article III. Board of Directors
A. Powers and Duties: The Board of Directors shall be the governing body and ultimate authority of the PAC, including having all powers and duties required by the Board of Directors by the federal, state, or local law governing the organization.


B. The Board shall consist of the MWPC, Inc. Steering Committee, the officers of the MWPC PAC (as defined as either two Co-Chairs or a Chair and Vice-Chair of different political parties, and a Treasurer), and any additional members nominated by the Chair(s) of the PAC, and those other MWPC, Inc. Board Members who place their names on the ballot to be on the PAC Board to be voted upon at the MWPC, Inc. Annual Meeting. In their nominations, the Chair(s) shall take due recognition of party affiliation, geographic representation and such other demographic considerations as shall reflect the diversity of the organization as a whole. The entire PAC Board of Directors shall be voted upon at the MWPC, Inc. Annual Meeting each year. All members of the Board of Directors are eligible to become full participating members of the PAC, however any member of said board not wishing to be a member of the PAC board may so select, provided however, that her decision shall be binding for her term of office. This decision shall be made prior to the MWPC, Inc. Annual Meeting. The terms of office of the PAC Board of Directors shall be the same as specified for their positions in the bylaws of MWPC, Inc. The Chair(s) may serve two consecutive two-year terms. The other members shall serve one-year terms. There shall be no term limits on PAC Membership. 
C. The Board of Directors shall be empowered to establish policies and procedures for the endorsement and support of candidates and referenda, in accordance with Article VI of these Bylaws. The Board may further be empowered to develop from time to time a political plan to further the goals of the MWPC and to guide the PAC in its activities.

D. Meetings and Voting: Meetings shall be at such times and places as the Board shall determine. A quorum is present when at least half of all PAC Board Members (not including Emeritus Board Members are present at the meeting.


E. Removal and Resignation of Board Members:

A) Any member of the PAC Board of Directors who fails to attend three consecutive regular PAC Board meetings or four regular PAC Board meetings overall in a year is automatically removed from the PAC Board.   Any PAC Officer or PAC Member removed for failure to attend PAC Board meetings may request reinstatement by the PAC Board of Directors by submitting a letter to the PAC President and Executive Director within two (2) weeks of receiving notice that he/she has been removed as a PAC Board Member.  The PAC Board may, if cause is shown, reinstate the Member by vote of a majority of the PAC Board members then in office.  The decision of the PAC Board as to whether to reinstate is at the PAC Board’s discretion, and the PAC Board may reinstate the person upon such terms and conditions as the PAC Board requires.

B) Removal: A motion to remove a Member of the PAC Board must be made by three (3) other Members of the PAC Board of at least two (2) different political affiliations.  For purposes of this provision, a political affiliation is the person’s political registration on his/her voter registration, with unaffiliated and independent counting as distinct political affiliations.  A four-fifths (4/5ths) vote of the PAC Board Members then in office is required to remove a Member of the PAC Board of Directors.

C) Resignation: A Member of the PAC Board may resign by delivering a written resignation to the PAC President or Executive Director.  Such resignation shall be effective upon receipt, unless specified by the PAC Board Member submitting it to be effective at some other time, and acceptance thereof shall not be necessary to make it effective.

Article IV. Officers
A. The officers of the PAC shall be the Co-Chairs of differing parties (or a Chair and Vice-Chair of differing parties), a Treasurer, and such other officers as the Board of Directors may determine. The term of the Chair(s) and Treasurer should be two years. Chairs shall be elected at the Annual Meeting of MWPC Inc., terms to commence upon their election. No officer shall hold the same office for more than two consecutive, two-year terms. Any vacancy during a term of office of any officer shall be filled by the Board of Directors until an elections held to fill such vacancies at the next Annual Meeting. 
B. Chair(s): The Chair(s) shall be the executive officers of the organization and shall preside over and prepare the agenda for the Annual Meeting, and the Board of Directors meetings. The Chair shall perform all other duties necessary to achieve the purposes of the MWPC PAC.
C. Treasurer: The Treasurer shall be responsible for the historical records and minutes of the Board of Directors, the Annual Meetings and all other meeting of the PAC. The Treasurer shall be responsible for all financial records of the PAC and the accounting of all monies collected and disbursed by the organization. The Treasurer will also be responsible for all reporting requirements to the Massachusetts Office of Campaign & Political Finance. The Treasurer shall render a Treasurer’s Report at each PAC Board of Directors meeting and shall present a financial statement to all members of the MWPC, Inc. Annual Meeting. 
Article V. Endorsements
The PAC Board shall constitute the Endorsements Committee, which shall perform all of the functions of the MWPC PAC, as such functions are set forth in Article II, and Article VI, and shall consist of the Board of Directors as listed in Article III.
A. Guidelines for Endorsement:
1. Any candidate may request endorsement from MWPC PAC. Such request must be in writing by submitting a completed questionnaire to the MWPC PAC.
2. The MWPC PAC may actively solicit feminist candidates for endorsement. MWPC PAC may solicit women candidates for constitutional and state legislative office, county and local office.
3. The PAC may establish policies and procedures, not inconsistent with these Bylaws, for recommendation for endorsement of candidates by a 2/3 vote of those present at a meeting at which a quorum of the Board of Directors of MWPC PAC is present. Such policies and procedures shall be recorded in the PAC minutes and, unless amended or repealed by a majority vote of those present at a meeting at which a quorum of the Board of Directors is present, shall govern recommendations for PAC endorsements.
B. Method of Endorsement
1. The PAC may provide financial assistance only to endorsed women candidates and to support referenda concerning the status of women.
2. The PAC may provide organizational support only to endorsed women candidates. Such organizational support my include volunteer campaign work by PAC members, dissemination of political and PAC literature, contribution of political advice, financial aid, and other such assistance as is available and appropriate as determined by the PAC Board.
3. All candidates endorsed by the PAC shall be permitted to publicize their endorsements and may utilize the MWPC mailing list.
C. Eligibility/Endorsement Criteria: In order to be considered for endorsement, a candidate must support as a minimum, the following: The Equal Rights Amendment, the Supreme Court's decision granting freedom of choice to all women in the first two trimesters of pregnancy, increased access to child care and other dependent programs funded from all available sources, and full civil rights for Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, transgender and adherence to such other issues as have, from time to time, been adopted by the NWPC or the state MWPC.
D. Endorsement Procedures
1. The PAC shall notify women and previously-endorsed candidates running in the State Senate, Representative, Congressional, Constitutional offices and such local elections that the PAC Board determines of significance to our issues that they may apply for endorsement. The PAC will send each candidate who requests one a questionnaire which is to be completed and returned to the MWPC office. Questionnaires will be reviewed by the Board to ensure that candidates meet the baseline criteria for consideration as outlined in the Bylaws.
2. Candidates who satisfy the eligibility/endorsement criteria will be invited to meet with the PAC Board.
3. A majority vote of the Board members present is necessary for recommendation for endorsement.
4. A candidate interested in federal office should notify the National Women's Political Caucus (“NWPC”) accordingly. Additionally, they will seek a recommendation from the MWPC PAC. A recommendation to the NWPC is made by a vote of the PAC subject to a review process. The Review process consists of the completion of a candidate questionnaire and a personal interview with the PAC Boards.
Article VI. Local PACS
Local MWPC PACS may be organized only with the consent of the Board of Directors, by a majority vote of such Board.
Article VII. Amendment of Bylaws
These Bylaws may be amended in whole or in part at the Annual Meeting by two-thirds (2/3) of the voting upon which such amendment(s), provided that notice describing the proposed amendment(s) to be adopted shall have been given in the notice of the meeting at which such amendment is to be considered.
Article IX. Fiscal Year
The fiscal year shall be from January 1 to December 31.
Article X. Rules of Procedure
The newly Revised Robert's Rules of Order shall govern the procedure of all meetings of this organization.
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